
 
 

RAPPAHANNOCK-RAPIDAN FOOD POLICY COUNCIL  
Meeting Minutes – July 25, 2019 

 
 
Members Present:    
Linda Blair   Orange County Representative 
Kirsten Dueck   Health Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Michelle Edwards  RRRC Liaison Member 
Kenner Love   Rappahannock County Representative 
Rebecca Sheffield Gartner Chair and Culpeper County Representative 
 
Members Absent: 
Amanda Butler  Education Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Clyde Firman   Consumption Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Brad Jarvis   Madison County Representative 
Ray Pickering   Fauquier County Representative 
Ken Smith   Production Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Tom Weaver   Processing and Distribution Technical Advisory Member 
Vacant Farmland Preservation & Conservation Tech. Advisory Member 
 
Guests: 
Hunter Berry   Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission 
Khalil Hassan   Minority and Veteran Farmers of the Piedmont 
Thunder Lane   Minority and Veteran Farmers of the Piedmont 
Eugene Triplet   Minority and Veteran Farmers of the Piedmont 
Heather Schoenborn  Rapidan River Master Gardeners 
Shawn Appling  Virginia Cooperative Extension 
 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Chairperson Rebecca Gartner called the meeting to order and introductions were made.  The 
Carver Center Agriculture Education Update was removed from the agenda, because the 
presenters were unable to attend.  
 
Master Gardeners’ Demonstration Garden Tour 
Heather Schoenborn, Rapidan River Master Gardeners  
Heather Schoenborn led a tour of the demonstration garden that is located on the Carver Center 
grounds, and is created and maintained by the Rapidan River Master Gardeners.  She explained 
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that each Master Gardener volunteer has a week to tend the garden, harvest produce and take it to 
a local food bank.  They have donated 400 pounds of the garden’s produce to food banks in 
Culpeper, Madison and Rapidan this season. 
 
This is the first year for their American Heritage Garden.  The Rapidan River Master Gardeners 
were among less than 200 organizations from across North America selected to participate in this 
demonstration garden program. Five to twenty seed varieties are chosen by committee each year 
for the gardens to grow.  The garden highlights various growing techniques, such as an African 
keyhole garden, and combines flowers with vegetables to encourage pollinators and other 
beneficial insects. 
 
This chapter of the Master Gardeners covers Culpeper, Greene, Madison and Orange Counties.  
They work with local schools as well as home schoolers, and hope to do field trips to the Carver 
Center garden this year.  They also hope to work with the 4-H program that meets at the Carver 
Center.         
 
Ms. Schoenborn noted that Virginia State University’s (VSU) current grant funding to maintain 
and harvest their plots at the Carver Center has almost run out, so the Master Gardeners have 
agreed to help this growing season.  She briefly showed attendees around those plots and VSU’s 
high tunnel where research is occurring.  They demonstrate various commercial agriculture 
techniques, including cover crops and plants from Central and South America, and are part of 
VSU’s Small Farm Outreach Program.  Recently, VSU staff held drip irrigation and high tunnel 
demonstration classes, and a field day was held at the Carver Center a month ago. 
 
For additional information regarding the Rapidan River Master Gardeners, please visit 
www.rapidanrivermastergardener.org. 
 
Minority & Veteran Farmers of the Piedmont Tour and Update 
Eugene Triplet, Minority & Veteran Farmers of the Piedmont 
Eugene Triplet explained that the local chapter of the Black Farmers of America recently broke 
from the national organization and formed a new organization- the Minority and Veteran 
Farmers of the Piedmont.  This change allows their membership to be more inclusive. 
 
Mr. Triplet stated that his organization is ready to harvest two acres of sweet corn, which will be 
donated to MESA in Madison.  Attendees were invited to sample the fresh corn.  Next year they 
plan to plant peanuts on part of the acreage.  They also have a hoop house planted with crops.  
The group’s focus is larger-scale agriculture.  Thunder Lane noted that they are also trying to 
work with youth and families to inspire the next generation of farmers. 
 
For more information on the Minority and Veteran Farmers of the Piedmont, please contact 
Eugene Triplet at etriplett312@gmail.com.     
 

http://www.rapidanrivermastergardener.org/
mailto:etriplett312@gmail.com
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Flavor of the Piedmont Event Update 
Michelle Edwards, Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission (RRRC), Rebecca Gartner, 
Virginia Cooperative Extension and Hunter Berry, RRRC 
Hunter Berry stated that a free workshop entitled Connecting with Commercial Buyers, is 
scheduled for Wednesday, August 7th from 1:00-3:00pm at the Market at Grelen (see attached 
flyer).  The workshop will inform participants how to prepare for buyer-seller networking events, 
such as food expos and trade shows, build relationships with commercial buyers, and also share 
resources for finding a market for local products.  Virginia Cooperative Extension specialists, Dr. 
Kim Morgan and French Price, will lead the event, which is part of the Tween Rivers Trail’s 
agri-tourism workshop series. 
 
Rebecca Gartner stated that the Battle of the Chefs has been postponed to April 30th, 2020. Chefs from 
Arlie, Foti’s and Off the Grid will be competing.  While chefs had been lined up to compete, few vendors 
registered to provide tastings. The event committee felt they needed more time to personally reach out to 
potential vendors.   
 
Ms. Edwards stated that the farm to table tasting portion of the Flavor of the Piedmont will still 
go on.  The event is scheduled for Saturday, September 8th, for commercial buyers only 3:00-
4:00pm, and for the public 4:00-6:00pm.  The event will be held at The Barn at Lord Fairfax 
Community College in Warrenton.  New flyers were distributed to attendees, who were asked to 
assist in promoting the event to their contacts (see attached flyer).  
 
Ms. Gartner also shared information on the Food as a Business workshop she will be holding at 
the Carver Center (see attached flyer).  The event cost is $25 and includes lunch. 
 
To register for the Flavor of the Piedmont, visit PEC’s events webpage at 
www.pecva.org/events;  and for additional information, please contact Michelle Edwards at 
medwards@rrregion.org or (540) 829-7450.  For questions or to volunteer in planning the Battle 
of the Chefs, please contact Rebecca Gartner at rebes13@vt.edu or (540) 727-3435.   
 
Regional Farm-to-School Meeting Outcomes 
Michelle Edwards, RRRC and Kirsten Dueck, PATH Foundation 
Ms. Edwards stated that she and Ms. Dueck hosted a farm-to-school meeting at the PATH 
Foundation office in Warrenton for the public schools in the Rappahannock-Rapidan Region on 
July 10th.  Staff from all school districts attended, except Madison County.  The main 
presentation was delivered by Trista Grigsby, who leads the Virginia Department of Education’s 
farm to school program.  Tom McDougall, 4P Foods, Ms. Edwards and Ms. Dueck also 
presented on their programs.  Discussion focused on locally-grown food procurement and 
distribution.  
 
Linda Blair, who also attended, noted that it was a very productive meeting. Ms. Edwards and 
Ms. Dueck concurred.  Schools expressed interest in exploring a regional solution to local food 
procurement, although no commitments were made or requested. Details need to be discussed 
and several potential obstacles need to be overcome first. 
 

http://www.pecva.org/events
mailto:medwards@rrregion.org
mailto:rebes13@vt.edu
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The next regional farm to school meeting is planned for early October [edited to add that meeting 
has been scheduled for Friday, October 11th 9:30am-12:00noon in RRRC’s conference room]. 
The meeting will begin with a presentation by Melanie Monroe, Virginia Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services, on the Department of Defense’s Fresh and FAVORS 
programs, as requested by school district staff.   
 
Ms. Blair noted that DOD school food program funding is use it or lose it.  If she buys any more 
locally-grown food, she risks not meeting the purchasing threshold for DOD funding.  This will 
be one of the issues posed to the presenter to determine if there may be a solution. 
 
Ms. Dueck stated that she was interested in Tom McDougall’s idea to make the schools the 
anchor for 4P Foods distribution network and add on other clients in the area, such as restaurants.  
Kenner Love discussed a recent National Public Radio report on school lunches and breakfasts 
improving students’ grades and behavior. 
  
Ms. Edwards presented the results of the online survey that school districts were asked to fill out 
prior to the meeting (see attached).  Fauquier School District did not complete over half of the 
survey.  She will be reaching out to fill in the missing information prior to the next meeting so 
we have a more complete picture.  The Secretary of Agriculture’s Office is interested in the data 
and the potential regional procurement pilot project. 
 
For additional information or suggestions regarding the farm to school meeting, please contact 
Ms. Edwards at medwards@rrregion.org or (540) 829-7450.  
 
Member Roundtable 

• Kirsten Dueck, PATH Foundation – The Warrenton Farmers Market is now accepting 
SNAP benefits and the Foundation will be supplementing SNAP dollars with additional 
funding.  

• Linda Blair, Orange County School District – the federal government recently 
announced it is making the eligibility requirements for SNAP and free/reduced school 
meal programs stricter, reducing the number of people who will quality. 

• Khalil Hassan – Madison Farmers Market does not take SNAP, but some individual 
famers do at the Sperryville Farmers Market, which he a vendor at this year. 

 
Future Meeting Scheduling and Agenda Development  
After discussion, Ms. Edwards stated that the next Food Policy Council meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, September 24, 2019, at 5:30 pm in RRRC’s conference room.  Council meeting 
materials will be available on RRRC’s food system webpage at 
www.rrregion.org/foodsystem.html.  

mailto:medwards@rrregion.org
http://www.rrregion.org/foodsystem.html
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